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Dear Church Family, 
     This summer I want to invite you to a moment in time more than 
twenty-five centuries ago.  It was then that a young priest from                
Jerusalem named Ezekiel lived through a series of events that would 
test him and his people.  A time of distress that would push their faith in 
God to a different and deeper place than it had been before. 
     In 597 BC a new superpower – the Babylonians – came knocking on 
the gates of Jerusalem, and the inexperienced king, Jehoiachin,                     
surrendered to them immediately (see 2 Kings 24:8-17).  The                          
Babylonians placed another member of the royal family on the throne 
and took Jehoiachin and many thousands as hostages.  Ezekiel was 
among these captives; and they were relocated to settlements along the 
River Chebar far from home. 
     After a few years, the new king in Jerusalem tried to shake off the 
yoke of Babylonian rule by making a new treaty with the Egyptians                         
(2 Kings 25).  In response, Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon took 
his army and angrily marched to Jerusalem.  Ezekiel and the other           
deported could only wait for news – and it was bad.  In 587 BC the city 
fell; the new king was captured and tortured.  And worse, the Temple  
of God was burnt and destroyed.  In Babylon, Ezekiel and the others 
could only wait in fear for more and more bad news. 
     Recently, I’ve been reading a book that describes Ezekiel’s                       

experiences as a series of traumas – extreme stress produced by experiences of violence, powerlessness,  
and disruption of daily life and regular routines.  Trauma creates mental, emotional, and behavioral                    
reactions.  It can be caused by a number of things, and can happen to any of us, just as it happened to              
Ezekiel.  So what to do?  Psychologists and counselors can help us in certain ways.  The message of              
Scripture can help us in another: to hear God’s word when our lives are difficult and disrupted. 
     For Ezekiel, God’s word came in a series of vivid visions.  And while it was hard to bear, God showed 
the exiled priest how to live through his pain and find prophetic hope.  Today, we can read about these        
visions – and hear Ezekiel’s faithful witness in his book in our Bibles.  As we read about Ezekiel and his 
world, we can still hear God’s message of strength and hope.  
     It’s my plan this summer to preach a series of sermons from Ezekiel.  We won’t read the entire book,   
but will focus on some important parts.  It’s my 
prayer that as we read these passages in worship 
we can name our own painful traumas, hear our 
own word from God, and – with God’s help – 
find our own hope, and joy, and strength             
renewed.   
  See you there – Pastor John  
 

Summer Sermon Series 
“Finding Hope After Pain:  

The Prophet Ezekiel” 
June 5th/6th “Ezekiel Saw a Wheel” 
 Ezekiel 1:1-6, 15-20, 26-28 
June 12th/13th “Facing Our Fears” 
 Ezekiel 1:28b; 2:1-10 
June 19th/20th “Bearing Bad News” 
 Ezekiel 4:1-8 
June 27th “Sour Grapes” (no Saturday service) 
 Ezekiel 18:1-9; 21-24 

There will be no Saturday evening 
service on June 26th.  



 

Ladies Luncheon 
Thursday, June 3rd at 

12:00 PM 
Bring a sack lunch and 

come for fellowship. 

In-Person Worship 
In following the Conference and CDC guidelines, the 
Church Board has removed mandatory mask requirements 
for those who are vaccinated. We will continue to provide 
masks for those choosing to wear them knowing that they 
could be fighting an illness, have an autoimmune disease, 
have a loved one they are protecting or be unvaccinated. 
We will have masks available at all entryways and will   
follow other safety protocols we currently have in place.  

In-person services are: 
• Saturday evening at 5:00pm 
• Sunday morning at 8:30am (Traditional) 
• Sunday morning at 10:30am (Contemporary) 

 

Live Stream Worship 
Our 10:30am service on Sunday mornings will continue to 
be available live on our YouTube channel, which can also 
be accessed on our website. 

Attic Hours: 
Monday mornings 9-11am 
Thursdays, June 3rd and 24th 
  5:30-6:30pm 

We are looking for                      
volunteers so please contact 

the church office if you would 
like to serve in this ministry 

by helping that morning.   

 

SIMPLY LOVED: LET’S MEET JESUS! 
Kids! Join us, along with all our friends from  

Simply Loved, for a morning of music, 
crafts, science, recreation and Bible, with a 

snack and something special thrown in.  
We’ll spend a majority of time outside so 

pray for nice weather!   
Registration is going on now!  

Contact the church office for a 
form or pick one up in the           

sanctuary or at the front lobby.  

Monday Night Prayer Group 
The Monday night Prayer Group is continuing to meet over 
the summer and would like to extend an invitation to all of 
our congregation to join them. This group comes together 
and is led in scripture and food for thought.  Joys and           
concerns are then shared followed by silent prayer in your 
own personal style. There’s no pressure or formality, just 
our church family joining together to deepen our faith every 
Monday night at 6:00pm. All are welcome! 
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   Vital Statistics 
Worship Attendance      
May 2  75   
May 9  74 
May 16  99 
May 23  102 

As of 5/28/21 
Total Income - $106,547 
Total Expenses - $108,646 

2021 Graduating Seniors 
L-R: Lilly Fairchild, Eli Slaymaker, Sam Lane, 
Olivia Caron, Hannah Allen, Felipe Stevenson 

 

Congratulations to Sam Lane, the recipient of the 
Jenifer Miller Book Scholarship! 

 

2021 Confirmation Class 
L-R: Keaton Whitehill, Adam Arp,  

Maelyn Parsons, Abby Carr, Tyson Mohr 
 

Leaders: Pastor John and Melanie Ahrens 

Children’s and Youth Ministry Director 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church (Williamsburg, IA) is 

seeking an energetic and caring person of faith to serve as 
our new Director of Children’s and Youth Ministry.          

Responsibilities include taking primary responsibility for youth ministry 

grades 7-12; working collaboratively with existing children’s ministry staff; 
organizing school year 611 (Wednesday night dinner and programming) and 
Sunday School; summer Vacation Bible School; recruiting and training               

volunteers; and taking part in pastor-led staff meetings and supervision.               
The position is half-time.  Please send cover letter and resume to SPRC,            
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, PO Box 559, Williamsburg, IA 52361.  

Background check required. 

Welcome our Congregational Care Coordinator 
     The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is happy to announce that St. Paul’s 
has hired a new Congregational Care Coordinator.  Kelly Loftus has a heart for 
others, a willingness to serve, and a commitment to prayer in her spiritual life.  
Kelly is a retired teacher from the Benton Community Schools and lives in 
Marengo with her husband Joe; they have two grown sons.  
Kelly has been a part of our church since 2012, and our           
custodian since 2020 (which she will continue). 
     Kelly’s work as Congregational Care Coordinator                   
(10 hours per week) will provide a connection between              
St. Paul’s and church members for the purpose of nurturing 
relationships with each other.  She will do this through              
sending cards and notes, materials that help with challenges 
or changes in life, and encourage connection to the 
church’s ongoing prayer ministry. 

From SPRC 
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