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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

Dear Church Family, 
 This fall we’re dipping our toes in the waters of pop culture 
with a six-week sermon series called “I Am the Way: Reflections on 
Jesus & The Mandalorian.”  It begins on Sept. 12 along with our 
fall worship schedule (Sundays at 8:30, 9:40, and 10:30am), and 
will conclude on October 17 with a big celebration (details TBA).  
Along the way we’ll have some fun events and activities for kids of 
all ages.  And, if you aren’t yet familiar with all things Mandalorian: 
never fear!  Worship will still be worship – focused on Jesus and his 
way of life for us. 
 Briefly, The Mandalorian is a TV series from the Star Wars 
universe, and the title character is on a journey of self-discovery that 
revolves around a special Child.  The Mandalorian has many         

adventures, meets all manner of people, as he seeks his purpose in life.  He lives by a religious creed, and affirms 
it with a saying: ‘This is the Way.’  I’ll be referring to the stories of several characters from the show, so there 
will be some minor spoilers from Season 1, which aired in 2019.  (Note: the show contains some violence and is 
not appropriate viewing for children under 10.  Others may choose to watch at their discretion.) 
 The faith connection comes from John 14:6, where Jesus says: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”  
He promises that if we follow his path, the rewards are many and eternal.  This is what our Christian faith is all 
about.  We also know from Acts 11:26 that “Christians” weren’t always called by this name; before the label was 
popularized, followers of Jesus called themselves “The Way” (see Acts 9:2; 18:25-6; 24:10-22).  What is this 
Way?  It’s the path that Jesus teaches us to walk with him.  It has deep roots in scripture, where Psalms and  
Proverbs call us to seek the Way of God’s Wisdom and Isaiah prophesies about a Way in the wilderness that 
leads us home. 
 The plan for this series is to learn a bit more about what it means to be Jesus’ people, and have some fun 
while we do so.  This also may be a good opportunity to invite a friend – or yourself – to worship, to see what 
The Way of Jesus is all about.  Grace and Peace, Pastor John  

Adult Small Group on 
 Sunday Mornings at 9:30am! 

Who: Anyone that likes to Laugh, 
 Learn, and Love 
What: Adult Small Group 
  “The Ten Commandments” 
When: Sunday Mornings at 9:30am 
 Sept. 12 – Oct. 17 
Where: The Crossroads 
Why: Deeper Faith, Fun, Fellowship!  
 Help us reach a goal of 12+ participants!  
How: Just be there!     
 

We’ve all heard the Ten Commandments, seen 
them published in many forms, and displayed in 
many places.  Be a part of this opportunity to 
have these special words from God to be written 
on our hearts and displayed in our lives.  



 

Ladies Luncheon 
Thursday, September 2nd  

at 12:00 PM 
Bring a sack lunch and 

come for fellowship. 

Attic Hours: 
Monday mornings 9-11am 
Thursdays, Sept 2nd and 30th
  5:30-6:30pm 

Bibles for our 3rd Graders 
    Sunday, September 19th, our 3rd 
graders will receive Bibles during the 
10:30am worship service.  We are 
proud of these kids as they continue to 
grow in their faith. We hope to see all 
the family and friends of these 3rd 

graders as we worship with them on 
Sunday, September 19th. Please let 
them know how proud we are of them: 
Brody Andrews, Kinnick Grobe,    
Jonah Kahler, Serenity Law, Keelyn 
McArtor, Joesyn Patterson, Carly  
Russell, Carson Russell, Carter             
Russell, Lydia Swenka, 
Tynleigh Troyer, Paige 
Von Stein. Please let the 
church office know if 
there are any other                       
3rd graders to include and 
congratulate. 

Back to School/Back to Church 
 Fall means the end of summer and although we are hesitant to let it go, it is                
inevitable.  The change of the seasons in our state is a great blessing; not just the beauty of 
the foliage or the back to school buzz, but the chance for a new beginning.  The new school 

supplies help each student to get off on the right foot; so since we are diving into a new season “Let’s reunite 
and come back to church.”  The last year and a half has separated our church and broken many routines that had 
us all gathering weekly.  The  loss of our pastor and  the pandemic totally devastated our weekly worship and 
shut many of us down (myself included).  We all process grief and loss differently and that process can not be 
rushed.  However, going forward and putting God first is a way of life that calls to us all.  As part of the church 
staff, I care deeply about our church, as do you.  There are many positive opportunities coming up that will give 
us ways to come together as fellow Christians and help our church thrive.  I know most of you have heard of 
“fill the gym” so let’s make it a goal to “pack the pews” but not as a single Sunday, but ongoing. 
 This fall also brings up the topic of getting involved in the church. The opportunities for all of us at the 
church are only limited by our willingness to participate.  We need people to step up and help with children’s 
programs and small groups so that they can be available for those who want to participate.  God has given us all 
gifts and some of us have the ability to serve.  Whether we choose to lead a group, work in the nursery, play in 
the praise band, or help prepare food is a choice; one that we can make when we ask what we are passionate 
about and then what would it look like to lend support . Once you have had a chance to think about the church’s 
need for assistance and if your heart leads you to get involved, please call the church and let Sonja, Pastor John 
or myself know and we will connect you.  Giving you thanks in advance, God always blesses those who bless 
others.  

Kelly’s 
Corner 

Wednesday Nights are EPIC!  
With the start of our Wednesday night activities, we’d like to introduce a 
new name for it!  There have been many changes here at St. Paul’s over 
the past year and with that, we feel that a “rebranding” would be           
appropriate!  We want to create an environment for Christian growth and 
discipleship and EPIC (Every Person In Christ) covers what Wednesday 
night represent!  New meal time is at 6:00pm with a Men’s Group and  
5th-12th grade groups at 6:30pm. We’re still working on other adult small 
groups to offer as well as K-4th grade activities.   

Help Needed in the Attic 
We would love some extra 
help on Thursday nights for 

The Attic!  We currently only 
have enough help to open the 
Attic 2 Thursday nights each 

month and there is definitely a 
need in the community for 
more than that.  Contact the 
church office if you have a 

desire to serve the community 
in this way. 

PLUGGED IN: REAL GOD, REAL JOY, REAL FAMILIES 
Sunday, September 12th at 11:30am 

We are so excited to introduce to you a brand new family-focused  
ministry! Join us Sunday, September 12th at 11:30am for our first ever 
PLUGGED IN event!  Lunch will be provided and family-centered  
activities are planned. Our first event will focus on creating fun things 
from recyclables to coincide with Pastor John’s newest Sermon Series 
“I AM the WAY”.  The event will run until 2:00pm, but you can come 
and go as it works for your family! All ages are welcome to stay, join 
in and participate! We can’t wait to bring back purposeful, intentional 
time together with our own families and as a church family!  
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   Vital Statistics 
Worship Attendance      
August 8 78  
August 15 77  
August 22 94 
August 29 48  
 (with Take Away Hunger) 

As of 8/31/21 
Total Income - $171,382 
Total Expenses - $177,175 

Financial Footnote 
August was a great giving month! Thank you to everyone who helped catch 
us up a little!  We now move into this last quarter with a year-to-date deficit 
of approx. $5,800 (up from $11,500 at the end of July).  This gets us a little 
closer to covering all our ministry costs for the fall and 2021.  We invite you 
to continue to be in prayer on how you can best support our church and its 
ministries.  Not only are your financial gifts needed, but giving of your time 
and talents are a wonderful way you can support us as well.  Contact Sonja at 
office@stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com or 668-2288 if you have any  
questions, want to be set up on electronic giving or are interested in 
serving in an area.  Thank you for your continued support of our 
church.   

Joys & Concerns 

Welcome Alan &  
Annette Vasher, who 
joined as members on  

August 29th.  

Please keep the family of 
Warren Jones in your  

prayers with his death on  
August 17th.  

With the reintroduction of bulletins and the prayer insert 
on Sunday mornings, we will once again be taking time 
each month to pray for our congregation.  Our church 
family will be divided (in alphabetical order) where      
approx. 20 families each month will be the prayer focus.  
You don’t need to do anything other than know that         
during that month, you are lifted up in prayer. The prayer 
inserts will include all the prayer requests for the week on 
one side, then the families we’re praying for on the other. 
The list of families will be posted on the bulletin board in 
the Sanctuary where you can also add anyone who you 
feel might need some extra prayers.  We’ll have prayer 
cards available for you to write down a prayer request 
and place it in the Prayer Box. This card allows you to be 
as private or as specific as you’d like. You can also give 
your prayer request directly to Pastor John or Kelly.  
Each week, as the Prayer Group meets, part of their time 
will be spent praying over these families.  You are invited 
to join the Prayer Group on Monday nights at 6:00pm as 
they join together in a time of prayer or simply lift up 
these families in your own prayer time.    

The Need for Prayer… 
 How Can we Pray for You? 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS will be EPIC!  
 
NEW NAME and NEW TIME!! 
 
SPUMY!  We’re so excited to be kicking off our Wednesday night activities!   
Plan to be here on Wednesday, September 8th for EPIC (Every Person in Christ).  
The first couple weeks will be just getting to know you!  We’ll be taking time 
for some fun activities outside and then a few minutes of getting to know 
each other!  We want feedback from you on what you’d like from our time      
together each week so be thinking about that!  Our goal this year is to            
connect and become a stronger group with each other and in Christ!    
 
Supper will start at 6:00pm with group activities at 6:30pm.  Please contact 
the office if you’d like to be signed up to eat.   
 
Can’t wait to see you all!  


